
SIMPLIFIED GUIDE TO ELIGIBILITY RULES

Full Rules regarding Eligibility can be found in the ISU Regulations Rule 102.

There are only three areas of Eligibility.

1)
(Full) Eligible Persons/Skaters
a) Persons who may skate/compete/judge/participate only in Sanctioned (permitted) events who do not receive Remuneration or Benefit In Kind from any form of participation in skating events etc. ie only participating in events run under ISU/NISA Regulations using those using only ISU/NISA officials

b) Persons who receive sponsorship/grants/bursaries WITHOUT any commitment. i.e. do not participate/perform/endorse in reciprocation for such funding.

2)
Ineligible Persons/Skaters
a)Persons who receive Remuneration/Benefit In Kind from skating, coaching, wearing Trademarks etc without prior permission from NISA.

E.g. coaches, show skaters. Further clarification refer to ISU regs 102 section 4.
b)Persons who have participated in an unsanctioned (non-permitted) event with or without receiving Remuneration/Benefit In Kind.

E.g. skaters taking part in International Club Competitions/ Competitions of other Federations without NISA permission or in an unsanctioned event such as Dancing on Ice.

3)
(Retained) Eligible Persons/Skaters
All persons who receive Remuneration/Benefit In Kind from skating/participating in Sanctioned Events, coaching etc towards financing their current or future International competitive skating career with prior permission from NISA and receive payment through NISA (Team Skate GB) or full disclosure to NISA (non Team Skate GB).Note: All funds must be used towards such training and must be kept in a separate bank account from any other funds.

e.g.: Athletes training towards International success at all levels from Club Events through to ISU Championships.

Without due care Eligible persons may immediately lose their Eligible status

They then become Ineligible persons/skaters.

There is no registration of this change of status. It occurs immediately 

**********************

In order to retain Eligible status, whilst at the same time receiving Remuneration/Benefit In Kind  a person/skater must apply to NISA (in advance of receiving Remuneration/Benefit In Kind) for authorisation and registration as ‘Retained Eligible’. 

This cannot be done as a retrospective procedure and should be done through NISA not ISU. Financial returns must be submitted annually to NISA.

************************

All Team Skate GB Squad skaters, 

must submit a separate application form each time they participate in a Sanctioned (permitted) event/exhibition/gala/show/endorsement whether or not they receive Remuneration/Benefits In Kind/Expenses.  This Team Skate GB form is called an ESRA – Eligible Skater’s Remuneration Agreement.
All non-Team Skate GB Squad skaters
must submit a separate application form each time they receive remuneration/benefit in kind for participation in a Sanctioned (permitted) event/exhibition/show/gala/endorsement etc. This form is called a NISA Skater (Retained) Eligibility Participation In Sanctioned Activities application form.The application is not required if only travel expenses are received.

Skaters who are also coaches (including assistants and trainees)
 must submit an annual application form which should be submitted  with the coach revalidation application (if appropriate).This form is called a NISA Coach Annual (Retained) Eligibility application form.

All of the above three categories of skaters must submit annual financial returns summarising all Remuneration/Benefit in Kind etc. to NISA. This is due by 28th February.  This form is called a NISA Retained Eligibility Annual Financial Report Form

                                     *************************

Sanctioned and Non-Sanctioned Events

It is the responsibility of the skaters and their coaches/parents to ensure that the intended activity has the correct Sanction (permit) before commitment and participation. Skaters/persons should not participate in any Event/Exhibition/Show/Gala/Endorsement etc without having sight of the Sanction(permit)from the relevant authority. It is the responsibility of individual skaters at all time to protect their Eligible status (Full or Retained). 

Definitions
· Events/Exhibitions/Shows/Galas/Endorsements etc that take place in the UK, which involve either all eligible skaters or a mix of eligible and non eligible skaters but do not involve any form of judging may be sanctioned (permitted) by NISA. E.g. Club/rink shows/galas.

· Events/Exhibitions/Shows/Galas/Endorsements etc that take place in the UK, which involve a mix of eligible and non eligible skaters but also include any form of judging cannot be sanctioned (permitted) by NISA.  These events require the sanction of the ISU.  This also applies to any such event held anywhere around the world. (e.g. Dancing On Ice).This is why only Eligible/Retained Eligible skaters may compete in NISA competitions. 
· Events/Exhibitions/Shows/Endorsements etc that take place outside the UK which involve either all eligible skaters or a mix of eligible and non eligible skaters but do not involve any form of judging, must be permitted by the ISU member in the country concerned. e.g. Art On Ice show.

Reinstatement of Eligible status

Reinstatement of Eligible status may only be granted once.

Any involvement in any unsanctioned event precludes any person from regaining eligible status from ISU although national reinstatement by NISA may possibly be granted in order to compete or judge nationally however this is unlikely as NISA normally follow ISU Regulations.
An Ineligible person/skater wishing to regain their full eligible status in the UK in order to judge or compete in the UK must apply to NISA for reinstatement as an eligible person.

  In order for this to be valid to judge or compete internationally an application should also be submitted to ISU through NISA.

                                            WHAT SHOULD I DO ?

Examples

1 A person/skater (Eligible) wishing to judge or compete either nationally or internationally.

            No action necessary as they have original Full Eligible status.

2 A person/coach/show skater (Ineligible) wishing also to coach, participate in shows etc, own/manage shows etc for Remuneration/Benefit In Kind.

           No action necessary as already have Ineligible status

3. Any Team Skate GB squad member (Eligible/Retained Eligible)    

                 wishing to participate in a Sanctioned event whether or not receiving      

                 Remuneration/Benefits In Kind or expenses towards funding their 

                 current or future International competitive skating career.

               Applies to NISA to change from Eligible to Retained Eligible status  

                or to  remain Retained Eligible by completing  an ESRA form          

                (Eligible   Skater’s Remuneration Agreement) for each individual event           

                and submits financial returns on an annual basis due 28th February.

4. Any non-Team Skate GB squad person/skater (Eligible) wishing to receive Remuneration/Benefit In Kind from participation in a Sanctioned events towards funding their current or future international competitive skating career.

     Applies to NISA to change from Eligible to Retained Eligible status             

                or  to remain Retained Eligible. Applies for authorisation for each               

                individual event and submits financial returns on an annual basis due           

                28th February. (Note no action is required if no Remuneration/Benefit In                      

                Kind is received or if only travel expenses are paid)

5. Any person/skater (Eligible) wishing to receive Remuneration/Benefit In Kind from coaching towards financing their current or future 

 international competitive skating career.

     Applies to NISA to change from Eligible to Retained Eligible status.

     Applies for authorisation and submits financial returns on an annual              

     basis due 28 February. 
6.  A person/coach/show skater (Ineligible) wishing to compete or judge              

                 only in U.K. 

            Ceases to coach/perform etc.  and then applies to NISA for              

            reinstatement from Ineligible to (Full) Eligible status.Note must be 

            made whether they have participated in any unsanctioned events.

7          As above but wishing to compete or judge internationally.


      On possible acceptance of reinstatement of (Full) Eligible status from 

                 NISA requests reinstatement from ISU (through NISA) if appropriate.

8.      A person/coach/show skater etc (Ineligible), who has not participated in         

          an unsanctioned event, wishing to compete Internationally and also 

               wishing to receive Remuneration/ Benefit In Kind towards funding their 

               current or future international competitive skating career 

     Ceases to coach/perform etc. and applies to NISA for reinstatement  

     from ineligible to (Full) eligible status.

               On possible acceptance of reinstatement to (Full) Eligible person  

               status from NISA requests reinstatement from ISU (through NISA)

Please note there is no guarantee that the ISU will provide reinstatement.

    On possible acceptance of reinstatement from ISU applies to NISA,   

    prior to commencement of coaching or participation in an event for  

    which Remuneration/Benefit In Kind is to be received, to change  

               from (Full) eligible to retained eligible status. Only then may continue  

               to receive remuneration/benefit.
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